
Sexuality and
Same Gender Marriage

The UCA’s journey
(in brief)
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FROM 1982
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6th ASSEMBLY (1991)
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8th ASSEMBLY (1997)
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8th ASSEMBLY (1997): Statement on marriage
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8th ASSEMBLY (1997) Statement on marriage
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8th ASSEMBLY (1997)
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This Assembly also adopted a statement on separation, divorce 
and re-marriage, which affirmed that … (inter alia) … 



8th ASSEMBLY (1997)
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9th ASSEMBLY (2000): Statement on unity and diversity
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9th ASSEMBLY (2000): Statement on unity and diversity
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10th ASSEMBLY (2003):  Resolution 84
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10th ASSEMBLY (2003): Resolution 84

12



10th ASSEMBLY (2003): Resolution 84
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ASSEMBLY STANDING COMMITTEE: Resolution 84
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ASC responding to reaction against Resolution 84

The ASC varied the resolution to clarify these points.



ASSEMBLY STANDING COMMITTEE: Resolution 84
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ASC added additional clauses, including:



11th ASSEMBLY (2006)
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11th ASSEMBLY (2006)
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11th ASSEMBLY (2006)
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13th ASSEMBLY (2012)
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AFTER THE 13th ASSEMBLY (2012)
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REPORT TO 14th ASSEMBLY (2015)
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REPORT TO 14th ASSEMBLY (2015)
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DECISION OF 14th ASSEMBLY (2015)
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BETWEEN 2015-2018
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Space for Grace process commended to 
the church for conversations

2 marriage conversations using Space for 
Grace each involving about 25 people.

Consultation with UAICC.

Discussion at cultural groups’ National 
Conferences.



DOCTRINE WORKING GROUP REPORT to 15th ASSEMBLY
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PROPOSAL 8 (2018)
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PROPOSAL 8 (2018)
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PROPOSAL 8 (2018)
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8 PROPOSALS AT ASSEMBLY

• Four supported making provision for same gender marriage;

• Two called for retaining the 1997 statement (man and 
woman)

• One called for deferral and more work, with the matter to 
come to the 16th Assembly;

• One proposed that any change to the UCA understanding of 
marriage should be referred to other councils as it is a matter 
of vital importance to the life of the church.
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THE ASSEMBLY’S DECISION
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THE ASSEMBLY’S DECISION
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This is the 1997 statement on marriage

This is the 1997 statement on marriage, but with ‘man and 
woman’; replaced with ‘two people’/’couple’.



THE ASSEMBLY’S DECISION
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THE ASSEMBLY’S DECISION
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BASIS OF THE ASSEMBLY DECISION

• That both views of marriage can be justified biblically and 
theologically, and faithfully held.

• That marriage is not of the substance of the faith, and so the UCA 
can allow diversity. (BOU #15: “… the phrase ‘adhere to the Basis 
of Union’ is understood as willingness to live and work within the 
faith and unity of the One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church as 
that way is described in this Basis. Such adherence allows for 
difference of opinion in matters which do not enter into the 
substance of the faith.”)
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BASIS OF THE ASSEMBLY DECISION

• That there are no other provisions in the BOU that would prevent 
the church from adopting a dual-statement position.

• That there had been sufficient consultation across the church that 
would inform its discernment in making this decision.

• The decision not to seek concurrence of other councils indicates 
Assembly did not believe that this issue is of vital importance to 
the life of the church (BOU #15: “It is obligatory for [the 
Assembly] to seek the concurrence of other councils, and on 
occasion of the congregations of the Church, on matters of vital 
importance to the life of the Church.”). 35



QUESTIONS AS A CONSEQUENCE

More broadly, there are other consequential matters flowing from 
the decision. These include:

• Question of legally secured rights of celebrants/churches.

• Ecumenical implications (including local reactions).

• Need to negotiate around potential differences between ministry 
agents and their Congregations.

• An authorised UCA rite for same gender marriage is planned to be 
available by September 29.
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